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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because, 
reference characters "3" and "4" have both been used to designate "object evaluation means. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one 
figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter as follows. Claim 15 defines a "program" embodying functional 
descriptive material. However, the claim does not define a computer-readable medium or 
memory and is thus non- statutory for that reason (i.e., "When functional descriptive material is 
recorded on some computer-readable medium it becomes structurally and functionally 
interrelated to the medium and will be statutory in most cases since use of technology permits the 
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function of the descriptive material to be realized"). That is, the scope of the presently claimed 
"program" can range from paper on which the program is written, to a program simply 
contemplated and memorized by a person. The examiner suggests amending the claim to 
embody the program on "computer-readable medium" or equivalent in order to make the claim 
statutory. Any amendment to the claim should be commensurate with its corresponding 
disclosure. 

Since claims 16-21 directly or indirectly depend on claim 15, they are also rejected under 
35 U.S. C. 101, for the same reason set forth above for claim 15. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 3 recite the limitation "the name" in line 3. A similar limitation also occurs in 
line 3 of claim 10. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Since claims 4 and 1 1 depend on claims 3 and 10 respectively, they are also rejected 
under 35 USC 1 12 second paragraph, for the same reason set forth above for claims 3 and 10. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-3, 5-10, 12-17, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Li, et al (5,930,783). 
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With regard to claim 1, Li, et al discloses a similarity judgment method forjudging a 
similarity value between images related to or attached with characteristic information, i.e., color, 
shape, etc, representing a characteristic of each of objects, i.e., tree, person, TV, airplane, bird, 
etc, therein, the similarity judgment method (See for example, 1-5, and particularly item 212) 
comprising the steps of: calculating a similarity value between the objects included in the 
images, based on the characteristic information (See for example, col 5, line 30 -col. 5, line 65; 
and Figs. 1-5); calculating the similarity value between the images, based on the similarity value 
between the objects (See for example, col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 54; and Tables 3 & 4). 

With regard to claim 2, the similarity judgment method according to claim 1 , wherein the 
characteristic information is included in metadata of image data representing the images (See for 
example, col. 6, lines 49-51). 

With regard to claim 3, the similarity judgment method according to claim 1, wherein the 
characteristic information refers to at least one of items comprising a candidate of the name of 
each of the objects, a reliability value representing likelihood of each of the objects having the 
name, position information representing a position of each of the objects in a corresponding one 
of the images, size information representing a size of each of the objects, and a statistic value 
regarding characteristic quantities of each of the objects (See for example, Table 4). 

With regard to claim 5, the similarity judgment method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of storing the images by classifying the images according to the similarity 
value between the images (See for example, Table 4). 
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With regard to claim 6, the similarity judgment method according to claim 5, further 
comprising the step of sequentially outputting the stored images according to the similarity value 
between the images (See for example, Fig. 14). 

With regard to claim 7, the similarity judgment method according to claim 6, further 
comprising the steps of: storing the images by further classifying the images according to the 
similarity value between the objects included in the images, and sequentially outputting the 
stored images according to the similarity value between the objects in the images (See for 
example, Table 4 and Fig. 14 respectively). 

Claims 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, and 14 are rejected the same as claims 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 
respectively, except claims 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, and 14 are directed to apparatus claims. Thus, 
arguments analogous to those presented above for claims 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 are respectively 
applicable to claims 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, and 14. 

Claims 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, and 21 are rejected the same as claims 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 
respectively. Thus, arguments analogous to those presented above for claims 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, and 7 
are respectively applicable to claims 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, and 21. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US Patent Numbers: 6163622, 6240423, 6240424,67688 16,and 6990233. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL G. MARIAM whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7394. the examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-4:30) FIRST FRIDAY OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MATTHEW BELLA can be reached on 571-272-7778. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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